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PSALM cvil. ver. 34. 07 


A Fruitful land maketh He barren: for the 
wickedneſs of them that dwell therein. 


Do HE ie and fall of Kingdoms being 

N K . 

N a Matter of common obſervation, and 
common concernment to all Mankind, 


1 il it may be a ſubje& of uſeful enquiry 
=—=—D—== to examine into the Cauſe of ſuch in- 
tereſting events. For tho' theſe fatal events are gene- 
rally, and ſometimes indeed may be truly, aſcribed to the 
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( 4) 
violence of Oppreſſion, or the ambition of Conquerors; 
Yet, if we attend to fact and experience, we ſhall find, 
that they uſually ariſe from a decay of Principles, and a 
corruption of Manners; and that we ſeldom eat the 
bread of Oppreſſion, before we have drunk of the waters 
of Iniquity. It is to this cauſe that all common calami- 
ties are to be imputed, and National Sins are the general 
ſource of National Puniſhments. Upon theſe Principles 
it was that Solomon told us, that Righteouſneſs exalteth 
a Nation, and that Sin was a reproach to any People ; 

That is, that Religion and Piety are the true cauſes of 


National happineſs, and public Proſperity the certain 
conſequence of public Virtue, 


Ir we compare this reaſoning with the experience 
of former Ages, One of the beſt Inſtances to illuſtrate 
the truth of it is the fate of the Roman Empire. From 
what low beginnings, to -what an height of Majeſty 
did that mighty Empire arrive at? What Progreſs did 
it make in Arts, what Adyancement in Sciences? How 
extended was its Commerce, how numerous its Alliances, 
and how valuable its Friendſhip? it was adorn'd by 
Virtue, and defended by Valor. But when the Simpli- 
city of it's manners was refined by the elegance of Cor- 
| ruption 
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ruption, when Honor and Virtue were drawing to 
their decline, and public Spirit was no more; This 
mighty Nation, This Favorite of Heaven, begun to 
feel the ſad convulſions of a diſtempered State: it Trem- 
bled, it Shook, it Fell; and tho' in ſome ſhort recovering 
ſeaſons it directed its courſe by the glimmering Twilight 


of expiring Virtue, yet at the laſt it ſunk into decay, 
and became ſplendidly Barbarous. 


FROM this inſtance it clearly appears, how fatal 
the effects of Sin are to a Nation's happineſs; that 
the ſame Qualities that make it Good, are neceſſary to 
make it Great; that public Happineſs can be founded 
only upon public Virtue, and National Offences can 
be expiated only by National Atonements; that tho* 
Ten Righteous may be found in the Land, yet when 
a Kingdom is grown Old in fin, and Grey in iniquity, 
we have no reaſon to expect that it will be reprie ved 
for Tens ſake; but, that after it has gradually proced- 
ed from Sin to Sin, and fully filled up the meaſure of 
Iniquity, it will then be tranſlated from One people 


to Another, and given to a Neighbor that is better 
than it. 
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WAT errors in Government indeed, or what vices 
in Nature, are more particularly dangerous to our Civil 
Liberties, may well become the Friends of Liberty to 
conſider of, But it will not be forein to the preſent 
Buſineſs to enquire, how far a Nations happineſs may be 
interrupted by the perverſion of its National laws; how 
far a Corrupt Legiſlative may begin the Taint, or a Cor- 
rupt Executive may continue it; and even where Theſe 
are no way faulty, where the One Enacts with the high- 
eſt integrity, and the Other Executes with the faireſt 
impartiality; yet, as all human laws are to be regulated 
by human Teſtimony, it may be uſeful to enquire, how 
far a Failure in Teſtimony may diſappoint the ends of 
public Wiſdom. While theſe corruptions indeed are 
only partial and particular, the danger of them is leſs 
alarming : tho' they affect us in our Private, they may 
not affect us in our Public capacity: tho' the injury be 
great to Ourſelves, it may be very inconſiderable to our 
Country ; and tho' the Effe& may be a bad one, yet it 
may poſlibly ariſe ſrom a Conſtitutional Cauſe. But when 
they have once become general and univerſal, when it 
appears, that our National laws bear no grace in their 


Letter, nor any mercy in their Spirit; when they are 
Enacted 


(2) 
Enacted with a real ill tendency, or Executed without an 
apparent good one; when Falſe Witneſſes are bribed to 
ſtand up among us, and Prepared to depoſe with an 
unbluſhing Perjury, not what they know or believe to 
be the Truth, but what is convenient to the Cauſe be- 
fore them; when they are Trained to give an Unmeaning 
anſwer to the Leading queſtion, and an Artful one to 
the Plane one; while theſe ſore diſgraces are common in 
the Land, no wonder that 42 her Gates are deſolate ; 
no wonder that it is rendered unfruitful and barren for 
the Wickedneſs of them that dwell therein. 


THESE are the trueſt marks of a National dege- 
neracy, and the moſt laſting reproach to any People; 
and ſhall T not viſit for theſe things, ſaith the Lord? 

hall not my Soul be avenged on ſuch a Nation as 
this ? 


Wurar particular or lefſer inconveniences indeed may 
attend the courſe of our Judicial proceedings, are the 
leſs worthy of a public Regard, Many of them may 
ſeem indeed to promote the Delay, but None of them 
tend to the Perverſion of Juſtice, Human Laws may be 


either obſcure in their Original Text, or darkened by 
| an 
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an obſcurer Comment; the Letter of the Law may 
poſſibly look One way, and the Spirit of it may breath 
Another. Length of time will ſtill carry on the con- 
fuſion, and a difference of Opinion may quite complete 
it; and all theſe Difficulties, when happily united, may 
conſtitute the Glorious Uncertainty of all Human Laws 
——- But theſe inſtances, however they may ſhew the 
Imperfection of Laws, do by no means ſhew the Dan- 
ger of them. They teach us only where they are wan- 
ting to ſave, but diſcover nothing of a tendency to de- 
ſtroy. They teach us that every thing which is of Hu- 
man Creation is both Imperſe@ in its Origin, and Un- 
certain in its End ; and that our beſt Devices even when 
beſt executed, are only a finer Alloy of human Frailty, 


Bur however Imperfect all human laws may be, it 
is the Corruption of them only that muſt deſtroy us as 
a People. A National Degeneracy can never be intro- 
duced among us, without a general Corruption of our 
National laws; and how that general Corruption may 
be introduced, we may ſee by conſidering the following 
' inſtances, 
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AND Firſt, it may be done by a wicked Legiſla- 
ture. If the Legiſlature ſhou'd impoſe ſuch Laws 
upon us, as are not only contrary to our ancient Privi- 
leges, but againſt the Bent and Genius of the People: 
Tf it ſhou'd lay ſuch Legal burthens upon us, as neither 
our Fathers nor we were ever able to bear: If it 
ſhou'd wreſt our Property from us by a mercileſs extor- 
tion, or expoſe our Liberties to hazard and uncertainty : 
While theſe threads of Oppreſſion are thus twiſted 
together, no wonder we hear of complaining in our 
fſlreets. In this ſituation where muſt we look for help, 
or on what muſt we reſt as our ſtrength and ſtay ? 
Ask of the Laws relief, they are deaf to your petition : 
take it without asking, and you deſtroy your ſecurity. 
If we ſubmit to them, we are undone by Submiſſion, and 
if we oppoſe them, undone by Reſiſtance. Now what 
brand of Slavery can be more painful and ignominious, 
than that which is ſtampt upon us by our National 
Laws? What ſorer diſgrace can any People undergo, than 
to be deſpicable without, and oppreſſed within? When 
can a Nation be more truly degenerate, than when it is 
wanting to its proper præſger vation: when it has not 

Spirit 


WE 


Spirit enough to make Itſelf happy, nor Virtue enough to 
make Others ſo? When its Laws are calculated not to 
relieve the Oppreſled, but to draw the cords of Oppreſ- 
ſion the ſtraiter, not to undo the heavy burthens, but to 
make the Little Iinger thicker than the Loyns ? 
Whilſt theſe Legal Oppreſſions are eſtabliſhed in the 


Land, Unhappy are the people that are in ſuch a caſe. 


Bur a Corrupt Legiſlature is not the only way by 
which we may be undone by our National laws: A 
Corrupt Executive will cqually bring us ruin, tho' it 
brings it on by a ſlower pace. 'The former indeed may 
more immediately deſtroy us, but -the latter is equally 
ſure in the End: and it matters little towards a Nations 
happineſs, whether it is undone by its Laws, or undone- 
by the Executors of them. If therefore the Executive 
inſtead of accommodating itſelf to the Laws, ſhou'd 
wickedly accommodate the Laws to itſelf; if it ſhou'd 
ſtretch the Letter of the Law beyond the true Spirit 
of it, or Illegally explane the Spirit of it away: If it 
ſhou'd regard the Perſons of the parties that contend, 
and not the Cauſe for which they contend ; if it 
ſhould Countenance a Poor Man in his Cauſe, or lend 


a liſtning Ear to the tale of the Wealthy ; if a Guilded 
Tempta- 
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Temptation ſhou'd bribe it to ſell Juſtice, or a præmedi- 
tated Reſentment to pervert it. Theſe are the trueſt 
inſtances of a general Corruption, and the ſureſt Symp- 
toms of a National Decay. 


IN vain indeed do we live under an happy Legiſla- 
ture, if it ſheds not its influence within our Sphære. In 
vain does it hold out to us its directing Light, if an 
unfayorable Cloud can darken or intercept it. Where 
is the Security of all human Laws, if they are capable 
of being converted into rods of Chaſtiſement? Where is 
Property, if a Civil Injuſtice may invade it? And where 
are our Liberties, if a Legal Tyranny may oppreſs them. 


Ir is Our happineſs indeed to live under ſo well 
formed a Government, that a corrupt Executive cannot 
for any long time diſtreſs us. If our Laws are good, 
we have nothing to fear from Them; and while we 
are true to Ourſelves, there is little danger in the Exe- 
cution of them. The Conſtitution of Juries is ſo in- 
valuable a Privilege, that no true Briton can too 
highly eſteem it; and He muſt be greatly wanting to 
his proper ſafety, if he caſts this ineſtimable Pearl 
away. His Property, his Liberty, nay even his All 
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depends upon it; and every Attempt to undermine him 
in the true Uſe of it is an injury of the deepeſt Dye. 
If he is accuſed in a Criminal Matter, They are the 
Judges of his Guilt or Innocence; if his Property is 
brought in queſtion before them, it is by their Verdict 
he muſt ſtand or fall. To You therefore my Brethren 
let me here addreſs myſelf, who are called upon to 
diſcharge ſo great a 'Truſt. Suffer me to recommend 
it to you to be true to your Countrys Intereſt, to be 
juſt to Mankind, to be juſt to Vourſelves. Remember 
the Truſt repos'd in you by your Country, remember 


it as Britons, and execute it as Men. Remember 
your Oaths, Vell and Truly to try, and to give a 
true Verdict according to the Evidence. Remember 
that you devote yourſelves to the diſpleaſure of the 
All-mighty, and ſolemnly renounce the mercies of the 
Goſpel, whenever you are tempted to betray your 
truſt, and præfer the cauſe of Men, to the cauſe of 
Trath.-- =: 


TIF there ariſe a matter too hard for you. in 
Judgement, between Blood and Blood, between Plea 
and Plea, it may well become you to ask council of 


Them whoſe Abilities enable, and whoſe Integrity 
diſ- 
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diſpoſes them, to teach and convey to you the ſafeſt 
Judgment: but in Leſſer matters, it is your Duty to 
Judge for yourſelves. In ſuch Inſtances common At- 
tention will enable you to find out the 'Truth, and 
common Honefty will incline you to declare it; and if 
you will but appeal to your own Breaſts, there is 


nothing ſo true, nothing ſo plane. 


Bur in vain are we bleſſed with theſe happy Privile- 
ges, if the proper Guardians of them ſhould betray their 
Truſt. In vain have we Petitioned and Fought for our 
Rights, if we either abuſe them by Folly, or betray 
them by Corruption; if we have not public Wiſdom 
enough to teach us how to value them, or private Vir- 
tue enough to prompt us to maintane them. 


ANarlo when placed under ſo low a degeneracy 
is not far removed from the houſe of Bondage: it is an 
object of Pity and Contempt, of Miſery and Corruption. 
When it looks backward to its loſt Privileges, how will 
the ungrateful memory of them imbitter the refleCtion ? 
When it looks forward to its future Slavery, how 
palpably obſcure will the proſpect be? If it caſts its 


Eye upon the happineſs of former Ages, how muſt it 
B 2 vene- 
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venerate the Virtue of its Anceſtors? if it ſurveys 
itſelf in its preſent Degeneracy, how muſt it tremble 
for the Times to come? May theſe calamities, my Bre- 
thren, never happen to theſe Kingdoms, or it they do, 
may You never be the Authors of them. If it muſt 
needs be that ſuch National miſeries ſhould come, may 
they never ariſe from ſuch National offences. Come any 
Plague, come any Peſtilence among us, but the Killing 
taint of a general Corruption; and let us be undone by 
any thing elſe, rather than the breach of our National 
Laws. Let us not forego That for a trifle which the 
Virtue of our Anceſtors hath ſo wiſely provided for us; 
nor eſteem thoſe Privileges cheap and inſignificant, which 
are the great Bulwarks of our happy Conſtitution. But: 
if after All we are fo falſe to Ourſelves as to batter 
theſe Privileges for temporary Conveniences; if we ei- 
ther ſacrifice them to the fire of Reſentment, or meanly 
betray them by a treacherous Indifference, if the Little 
Cloud of Corruption like a Mans hand does perpetually 
hang over us with a tempting Malignancy, then may 
be applied to Us, what the Prophet Elijah applied to 
Ahab, — Prepare thy Chariot, and get thee down 


that the Rain ſtop thee not. 
Bur 
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Bur farther, a Nations happineſs may not only be 
impaired by a corrupt Legiſlative, or a wicked Execu- 
tive, but even where both are faithful to their truſt, a 
corruption of Teſtimony will diſappoint their Meaſures, 
Let the Legiſlature enat Laws with never ſo much 
Fidelity, or the Executive enforce them with never ſo 
much Integrity; Let the One procede with the high- 
eſt public Wiſdom, and the Other with the greateſt 
public Spirit; yet as all human Laws muſt in their Exe- 
cution depend upon human Teſtimony, when-ever there 
is a general Corruption of the One, there will always 
be a general Perverſion of the Other. Where-evyer in- 
deed this corruption of Teſtimony is general and uni- 
yerfal, the morals of a pcople muſt always be impure; 
nor can a Nations happineſs be more diminiſhed or 
brought low, than when it deſcends to ſuch infamous 
Expedients; than when it is wicked and weak in the 
Extreme; when it would raiſe its Head by corrupting 
its Heart; when it would ſnatch at a Mercenary ad van- 
tage, at the high price of parting with its Integrity, 
and meanly give up its public Welfare, for the itching 
pleaſure of a tempting Bribe. 


UNDER this ſtate of Degeneracy, where is the | 
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uſe of the largeſt Fortunes, if there is leſs Pleaſure in 
the poſſeſſion, than Vexation in the deſence of them? 
And how ſmall the value of Our beſt eſtabliſhed Pro- 
perty, if an Hardned Villany can ſwear it away? 
No Man can be ſafe in his cleareſt Rights, if a Stronger 
than He is at Liberty to diſpoſſeſs him; and few will 
ſit ſecure under their Own Vine, if the breath of 
Perjury can weaken their Title to it. 


To Lou therefore, my Brethren, whom either the 
Laws of your Country may Compel, or the love of 
truth may Incline to offer your Teſtimony at this 
time, the conſideration of theſe things do more particu- 
larly belong. If it is your Neceſſity to bear Witneſs 
in any matter, let it be your ſole Ambition that your 
Teſtimony be true; if the Love of Truth has prompted 
you to appear, let the Power of it continue with you 
even unto the End. If thou haſt unjuſtly bore Malice 
againſt thy Neighbor, agree with him quickly while 
thou art in the way with him; and if thou haſt 
wickedly thought evil, lay thy Hand on thy Mouth. 
Remember That no Villany can be fo dark in its 
contrivance, or ſo ſecret in its execution, as to eſcape the 


obſervation of an All- ſeeing God; conſider that He is 
in 
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in Heaven, and thou upon Earth, and that He ſpies 
out all thy ways. Remember that Truth is your princi- 
pal concern, and that no concelement of if can conſiſt 
with your Innocence; and that you are ſworn to ſpeak 
the Whole Truth, and Nothing but the J ruth, how far 


ſoever the Conſequences of it may reach. 


WAT Civil penalties indeed may attend the wilful 
violation of Oaths, may be more Convincingly told you 
in another Place; but it is by no means beſide the 
preſent Occaſion to endeavor to point out to you the 
Spiritual danger of them. To lay before you thoſe 
laſting Woes, which the Goſpel has denounced againſt 
the Sin of Perjury; and that No one is intitled to the 
mercies of Chriſt, who dares to bear a falſe Witneſs 
againſt his Neighbor. 'To- repreſent to You the many 
National miſeries which flow from a general Corruption 
of Teſtimony ; that it will firſt deſtroy our Morals, 
and afterwards our Conſtitution; that it will undo us 
as Citizens, And undo us as Men; that the beginning 
of Corruption is like the letting out of Water, which 
is often puſhed above its Original Level; and however 


it begins in priyate Injury, yet it always terminates in 


public Woe. 
Ma y 
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M ay theſe conſiderations then have ſo good an effect 
upon us, as to alarm our Fears, to awaken our Jealouſy, 
and to make us tremble at the breach of our Duty. 
And if there be any Virtue in ſpeaking the truth to 
our Neighbor, if there be any Praiſe in the forbear- 
ance of falſhood, let us think on theſe Things. 
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BurT if in defiance to Truth and Virtue, Corruption 
ſhould ſtill increaſe among us, and violently invade us 
like an Armed Man; If it ſhould firmly take Root 
downward, and wave its floriſhing Top on high; If 
Human Teſtimony is to be bought and ſold, and Oaths 
become too feeble to bind; Then may we expect 
that Wrath will come out againſt us From the Lord, 
but Where is the Righteous Aaron f make the Atone- 
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SUCH are the Calamities which naturally reſult 
from the general Perverſion of our National Laws. 


WHETHER indeed Corruption in the higher, or 
Corruption in the lower Powers, may be more 1immedi- 


ately dangerous to our civil ' Liberties, is a quæſtion of 
| more 
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more curioſity than uſe; but certainly the Morals of a 
Nation are more in danger from a Wicked Heart, than a 
Wicked Head. A corrupt Executive indeed may indan- 
ger our Conſtitution, but a corrupt Body will certainly 
undo us. The One affects us only as Engliſhmen, but 
the Other as Men. Tho the ruling Powers of a Nation 
ſhould -be wicked, yet, while the Body of the people is 
ſound, the Breaches of. the former may be happily 
repaired ; but if the Body itſelf be Corrupt, Who muſt 
ſtand up for us in the day of Danger ? Many indeed have 
Formerly been the Strains of the Executive upon our 
Conſtitution, but they have ever ended in the Eftabliſh- 
ment of Liberty; and if ever they ſhould be again 
repeted, may they Eſtabliſh it more and more. It is 
Our Happineſs indeed to live in ſo ſmooth a time, that 
the Prærogative of the Crown is no way dangerous to 
us; but however our Liberties may be ſecured againſt 
It, yet the Door of Corruption is ſtill left open. What 
General inſtances indeed of Corruption might have been 
Formerly, or what Particular ones may Still be found in 
theſe Kingdoms, come not within my preſent Compals. 
But ſo much may be ſpoke with truth, and remembred 
with advantage, that whenever the Legiſlative is cor- 
rupted by the Executive, or the Body of the People 
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hw x then our National Laws when pure and 


uncorrupt are capable of making us an Happy People, 


let us learn to put a proper Value upon them. Let us 
not only pray for the Peace of Feruſalem; but let us 
endeavor it with all our Power. Let us not only wiſh 
that Peace may be within her Walls, and Plenteoufneſs 
within her Palaces; but let us for our Own and au 
Brethrens ſake ſeek to de Her good alſo. Let us not 
flight the favor of a peaccable fituation, because we 
have not been acquainted with a diſtracted One, nor be 
the Leſs thankful to the Hand of Heaven, for what we 
ought. to be the Moſt ſo. Let us look Bacleward to 
the days of our Forefathers, and view them ſtruggling 
for their Laws and Liberties; and let us gratefully 
remember, and worthily preſerve, | what was maintaned 
with Honor, and purchafed with their Hod d 
let us look Forward too, and ſo apply ourſelves to all 
Occaſions, that we may not only enjoy theſe valuable 
Bleflings Ourſel ves, but may e hand en 
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